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General eligibility criteria

• Full-time studies

• Require ≥65% GPA for previous degree

• Age restriction 

• Full cost of study (FCS) = SA citizens and permanent residents

• Partial cost of study (PCS) = SA citizens, permanent residents and international students



Honours Level



Masters Level



Doctoral Level

* Please note additional Eligibility requirements for NRF-SARAO, NRF-TWAS, NRF-DAAD at    
Masters and Doctoral levels. Refer to pages 6 & 7 of the Framework document. 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DSI-NRF-Postgraduate-Scholarship-Framework-for-2024-03-April-2023-FINAL.pdf


Masters and Doctoral Extension 

• Applicants must be NRF scholarship-holders in 2023. 

• Extensions will only be granted under exceptional circumstances and will be for either six (6) or 
twelve (12) months as the NRF expects all postgraduate students to complete their qualifications 
within the NRF funding period; 

• Applicants applying for extension support at the master’s level must have registered for their 
master’s degree in 2022 or July 2021;

• Applicants applying for extension support at the doctoral level must have registered for their doctoral 
degree in 2021 or July 2020

• Only students pursuing full-time master’s or doctoral studies in South Africa are eligible to apply

• Applicants for extension support will be eligible for postgraduate funding at the same value as their 
2023 funding

• Applicants must have the support from their supervisor in order for the Extension application to be 
considered. 



Study Level Honours Masters Doctoral

Maximum age at application 28 years 30 years 32 years

Number of years to completion 1 2 3

Anticipated maximum age at completion 29 years 32 years 35 years

To contribute to lowering of age at Doctoral completion, the NRF eligibility criteria for bursaries for full 

time studies, will have an age limit to achieve Doctoral completion by age 35.

Age Limitation



Levels of study Citizenship Eligibility

Honours South African citizens and permanent residents. 

Masters
South African citizens, permanent residents and 

international students (PCS).

Doctoral
South African citizens, permanent residents and 

international students (PCS).

Master’s upgrade to doctoral
South African citizens, permanent residents and 

international students(PCS).

Extension Support for MSc and PhD
South African citizens, permanent residents and 

international students

Citizenship Eligibility

* Note: Masters and Doctoral citizenship eligibility requirements is dependent on the Funding Opportunity. Refer to the Framework document. 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DSI-NRF-Postgraduate-Scholarship-Framework-for-2024-03-April-2023-FINAL.pdf


• Students supported through the NRF and are still within the eligible periods of support for masters and doctoral studies- should complete a 

progress report

• Students registered for masters before July 2022

• Students register for doctoral degree before July 2021

• Students whose highest qualification is the same as the level under which they applying

• Undergraduate qualifications, regardless of the NQF exit level

• Postgraduate certificates or diplomas, regardless of NQF exit level

• Students pursuing a 100% masters coursework only and Professional masters and doctoral degrees 

• Students that deregistered and reapply for support can apply but their period of support will be from date of initial registration for degree

• Individuals on sabbatical leave from their employment

• Employed individuals (contracted or permanent) paid or unpaid working for more than 12 working hours per week

• Students in their pre-proposal year of their study

Exclusion for NRF Postgraduate Funding



• SA citizens and permanent residents only

• Financial Needy Students - household income of less than R350 000 per annum

• Complete Consent Form for Financial means test

• Students previously supported by National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) or the Ikusasa

Student Financial Aid Programme (ISFAP) will not be subjected to financial means testing – MUST

attach proof of NSFAS/ ISFAP

• Applicants who were previously funded by Funza Lushaka, Department of Military Veterans, or

received Department of Social Development (DSD) bursaries for their undergraduate studies must

undergo a financial means test upon application for DSI-NRF postgraduate student funding

• Completed all requirements under form - co-signed by household contributors, commissioner of

oaths

Financial Means Test



Postgraduate Scholarship Values: FCS and PCS 

• Payments based on proof of registration; semester/full-year.



Periods of Support

Period of Support is based on date of initial registration for the degree:



Honours Funding Review Scorecard: New 

Applications 



Masters Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications



Doctoral Funding Merit Review Scorecard: New Applications



Masters and Doctoral Extension Support Review 

Scorecard



NRF Postgraduate Funding Opportunities for 2023

Thashni Pillay

Grants Management and Systems Administration (GMSA) May 2022

These slides have been updated with inputs by CoE-MaSS in May 2023 

for 2024 Funding Applications for the purposes of this presentation

1
9



• Framework

• Funding Guides (incl. SARAO)

• FAQ

• ISFAP Consent Form

• Statement of Expectations

• List of HEIs 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/nrf-call-for-proposals-for-funding-in-2023-and-2024/

Postgraduate Call Documents

https://www.nrf.ac.za/nrf-call-for-proposals-for-funding-in-2023-and-2024/


NRF Connect with ORCID profile 

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/


Applicants already registered on ORCID, must sign in 
using one of the following options:
• ORCID iD
• Email address linked with your ORCID profile
• GMAIL account linked with your ORCID
• Facebook account linked with ORCID

ORCID ID – unique identifier as a researcher

NRF Connect with ORCID profile



• Applicants who are currently registered on the 
NRF Online Submission System, will be 
automatically logged in to NRF Connect with the 
ORCID profile.

• If you’re not registered on NRF Online Submission 
system, click ‘Register’ to register and create a 
profile on the new NRF Connect system.

NRF Connect with NRF profile



NRF Connect with NRF profile



Before starting an application, 
update:
• My profile (upload certified 

copy of ID)
• My CV





When logging a 
query, please send 
your application 
reference number 
and ORCID ID.
Supportdesk@nrf.ac
.za

*Compulsory section

Non-compulsory section

mailto:Supportdesk@nrf.ac.za
mailto:Supportdesk@nrf.ac.za


Financial Need Sections



Applicants who were previously or currently funded by NSFAS or ISFAP, must upload proof of funding in a form of an 
official university stamped financial statement clearly showing that the funds are coming from these funders, a 
statement from the funder or a letter form NSFAS, ISFAP or the university stating that the applicant received funding 
from them.



• Less than or equal to R350 000 pa
• More than R350 000 pa
• Not applicable

If you were previously funded by 
NSFAS/ISFAP, a financial means test 
has already been done.



Application Category Section



CoE-MaSS UID



Honours Application



Details of Degree 
Section



Masters and Doctoral Applications



Applications with no research project titles will be rejected





Example: Masters applicant, still busy with honours = list info related to your final year undergrad

Note: GPA for the previous degree is confirmed upon take-up of award. If <65% obtained, scholarship will be cancelled.



• Details of research section differs between the masters and doctoral applications.
• Refer to slide 15 above for rubric

Details of Research – Masters 



• Applicants must give a concise overview of the proposed research in this section as the input is taken 
into consideration during the review of the application. Appropriate literature references must also 
be included in this section. 

• Refer to slide 16 above for rubric

Details of Research – Doctoral



Types of references required are listed below:

Applicants must ensure that the contact details for the referee are correct.

Master’s applicants
• Master’s supervisor (Reference role = Proposed master’s supervisor or Current master’s supervisor)

• HoD if a supervisor has not been allocated (Reference role = Head of Department)

Doctoral applicants
• Doctoral supervisor (Reference role = Proposed doctoral supervisor or Current doctoral supervisor)



Note: If the required referee does not respond, the application will not be considered for funding.
Once you have submitted your application, please alert your referee to expect an NRF email







Extension Support Application



Masters or Doctoral
6 or 12 months



Extension support:

- Supervisor must respond AND recommend the extension



Information pulls from the NRF system



• All free text boxes 
• All compulsory



Applicant Closing Dates

Please note that these are the NRF’s closing dates
Your institution will have an earlier closing date. Please check with your institution



Processes

Call opens

(May)

Applicant closing date 

(July; Aug; Nov)

Screening and review 
at institution

Eligible applications 
submitted to NRF for 

review 

(Sept [MD]; Dec [H])

NRF GMSA screens

ISFAP financial means 
tests

Funding Decisions 
(Nov/Dec [MD])

(Jan-March [H])

Outcomes announced 

(Dec [MD]; 

Jan-March [H])



Who to Contact at your 2024 institution: Internal

What is an NRF Designated Authority (NRF DA)

• NRF DA’s are the link between researchers/students/applicants at an institution, and 
the funder (NRF). Application queries should start at your DA as your first port of call.

• The DA’s are usually located in your Research/Postgraduate/Student Suport Office at 
your 2024 host institution. You can ask your 2024 Supervisor who this person is at 
your 2024 institution if you are unsure.

• They review for eligibility, completeness and correctness before submitting to NRF. 
• Ensure that all required attachments are correct and uploaded. 
• The DA can reopen your application for editing, if/when required

Make sure to include your application reference number when querying your application. 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/The-Role-of-the-DA.pdf


Who to contact at the NRF: External

• Your 2024 institutional DA should always be your first port of call re your application, however, 
you may also need to contact the NRF with additional queries. You can contact the below listed 
people at the NRF but be sure to ALWAYS CC supportdesk@nrf.ac.za to obtain a ticket reference 
number for your query.

• Make sure to include your application reference number when querying your application. 

➢ For First-time CoEs honours, master’s and doctoral related enquiries, please contact: Ms 
Malekgotla Finger: Professional Officer – RCCE. Telephone: 012 481 4003. Email Address: 
MD.Finger@risa.nrf.ac.za

➢ For master’s and doctoral Extension Support, related enquiries, please contact: Ms Nontokozo
Kunene: Professional Officer – HICD. Telephone: 012 481 4105 Email Address: 
NS.Kunene@risa.nrf.ac.za

mailto:Supportdesk@nrf.ac.za
mailto:MD.Finger@risa.nrf.ac.za
mailto:NS.Kunene@risa.nrf.ac.za
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Thank you, Enkosi, Re a leboga, Siyabonga, Dankie



QUESTIONS???
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